
Readings for the Jesse Tree

Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ ful!lled all the promises of Scripture through his Incarnation. Jesus Christ, in 
taking "esh and dwelling among us, in su#ering, dying and rising again, revealed himself as the key to understanding the 
Scriptures. At the same time, he made clear to us that all he does is “according to the Scriptures,” as we a$rm in the 
Nicene Creed. For this reason, the Apostles preached Christ as the sum–total of the Scriptures, and the Church has 
faithfully handed down their teaching to this day. %is is why it is the tradition, in preparation for the Nativity, to hear 
from Moses and the Prophets so many readings that are understood in light of the coming of Christ. 

Unfortunately, in our own time, it is unlikely that we will hear most of them in church, since it is so di$cult to 
observe the whole Advent and Nativity cycle in parishes. %e Jesse Tree project gives the opportunity to hear from this 
rich tradition and so more faithfully celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Forty readings have been selected for Advent and twelve for the season of the Nativity, depending heavily on 
readings prescribed in the Typikon. We do not attempt to follow the Typikon’s own progress through this season, which 
repeats and doubles back according to liturgical necessities. Instead, we tried to arrange a simple order that is roughly 
chronological. We have taken care to be faithful to the Orthodox scriptural tradition, from which most English Bibles 
diverge noticeably, especially in the Old Testament. To that end, we have relied upon the translations by Archimandrite 
Ephrem (Lash) from the Orthodox Lectionary — more speci!cally, the Menaion, Triodion, and Pentecostarion. His 
work can be viewed in full at <http://www.anastasis.org.uk>. All Scripture passages, unless speci!cally marked as not 
from the Lectionary, are Archimandrite Ephrem’s work.

While almost all English translations use pseudo-Hebrew names (“Elijah” or “Joshua the son of Nun,” for example), 
Archimandrite Ephrem uses the Greek names that are more faithful to the Orthodox tradition (“Elias” or “Jesus the son 
of Navë,” for example). If you are unfamiliar with the Greek names, we have always included notes with pronunciation 
suggestions and the common English alternative. 

One general pronunciation note: Hebrew and Greek have a so& “ch” which we don’t use in English. It is similar to 
the correct pronunciation of the German composer Bach or of “Loch Ness.” It’s an “h” sound with a little roughness to 
it. Our notes will render this as “kh” and “h” each time: “See-KHEM” or “See-HEM” for example. Feel free to make this
“ch” a hard “k” sound if you prefer, like “eucharist” — just never “ch” as in “church.”

We also tried to be careful not to overburden young listeners. When choosing between possible readings, we picked 
the more narrative and concrete passage. Many of the readings proved longer than some children’s attention spans may 
be able to handle. In these cases, we have identi!ed optional sections marked o# in smaller print. Another helpful 
approach is to read one third of a long reading at each meal during a day, or half in the morning and half in the evening. 
%e Lectionary o&en divides these readings in a similar way, and we observe these divisions by paragraph breaks. 
Families can then easily decide how many paragraphs to read at once.

St. John Chrysostom wrote, “An important part of a child’s education is story-telling, since good stories excite the 
imagination and strengthen the bond between parent and child.” Ultimately, this is the reason behind an observance like
the Jesse Tree. It gives parents and children the chance to share repeatedly, year a&er year, the stories that illumine 
Christ's Nativity. However, this is only likely to be fruitful exercise if, as St. John stresses, we read these stories in a 
compelling way. Despite the boring format of these readings, the stories themselves are not boring! Be sure that you read 
them in a way which, as St John says, will “excite the imagination.” In another place he says they should “stimulate the 
listener with enjoyment,” which will in turn "make them more observant."1 We suggest looking over each reading 

1. PG 55:39–498.



beforehand to think about how you will read it. %e key thing is to read with interest — in such a way that your own 
interest highlights for the children the important details and "ow of the story. Be ready with explanations of any words 
or passages you feel might be di$cult for younger children.

Fr. Joshua & M. Jenny Mosher
November 9, 2008



Day 1: !e Creation of the World (ornament: Sun)
Genesis 1-2:4
In the beginning God made2 the heaven and the earth. Now the earth was invisible and unformed, and darkness was 
upon the deep and a spirit of God was being carried upon the water. And God said: Let there be light, and there was 
light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and God made a separation between the light and the darkness. And 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night; and there was evening and there was morning, one day. And 
God said: Let there be a !rmament in the midst of the water and let there be a separation between the water and the 
water; and it was so. And God made the !rmament; and God made a separation between the water, which was below 
the !rmament, and between the water which was above the !rmament. And God called the !rmament Heaven; and 
God saw that it was good, and there was evening and there was morning, a second day. And God said: Let the water 
below heaven be gathered together into one gathering, and let dry land appear; and it was so. And the water below 
heaven was gathered together into their gatherings, and the dry land appeared. And God called the dry land Earth, and 
the accumulations of the waters he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said: Let the earth sprout herb 
of grass, sowing seed according to its kind and according to its likeness, and fruiting tree making fruit, whose seed is in it 
according to its kind upon the earth; and it was so. And the earth brought forth herb of grass, sowing seed according to 
its kind and according to its likeness, and fruiting tree making fruit, whose seed was in it according to its kind upon the 
earth, and God saw that it was good. And there was evening and morning, a third day.

God said: Let there be lamps in the !rmament of heaven to give light on the earth, and to make a separation 
between the day and the night; and let them exist for signs and for seasons and for days and for years; and let them exist 
to give light in the !rmament of heaven, so as to shine on the earth; and it was so. And God made the two great lamps, 
the great lamp to rule the day, and the lesser lamp to rule the night and the stars. And God placed them in the 
!rmament of heaven so as to shine on the earth, and to rule the day and the night, and to make a separation between the 
light and the darkness; and God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. And 
God said: Let the waters bring forth reptiles of living souls, and winged creatures "ying over the earth, under the 
!rmament of heaven; and it was so. And God made the great whales, and every soul of living reptiles, which the waters 
brought forth according to their kind, and every winged "ying creature according to its kind. And God saw that they 
were good; and God blessed them and said: Increase and multiply, and !ll the waters in the seas, and let the winged 
creatures be multiplied upon the earth. And there was evening and there was morning, a !&h day.

God said: Let the earth bring forth the living soul according to its kind, quadrupeds, reptiles, and wild beasts of the 
earth according to their kind; and it was so. And God made the wild beasts of the earth according to their kind, and the 
cattle according to their kind, and all the reptiles of the earth according to their kinds. And God saw that they were 
good. And God said: Let us make humanity according to our image and according to our likeness; and let them rule 
over the !sh of the sea and the "ying creatures of heaven and the cattle and all the earth and all the reptiles which creep 
upon the earth. And God made humanity, according to the image of God he made it; male and female he made them. 
And God blessed them, saying: Increase and multiply, and !ll the earth, and have dominion over it; and rule the !sh of 
the sea and the "ying creatures of heaven and all the cattle and all the earth and all the reptiles which creep upon the 
earth. And God said: See, I have given you all seed-bearing grass, sowing seed, which is upon the whole earth; and every 
tree, which has in it fruit of seed-bearing seed, shall be food for you, and for all the wild beasts of the earth and for all the
winged creatures of heaven, and for every reptile which creeps upon the earth, which has in itself a soul of life, and every 
green grass shall be food. And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made; and behold, they were very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day. And the heaven and the earth were accomplished, and all 
their array. And God accomplished on the sixth day the works which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day 

2. Archimandrite Ephrem: !is word is taken into the Creed: “Maker.”



from his works which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it; because on it he rested from all 
his works, which God had begun to make.

Day 2: Creation of Man (ornament: Two People)
Genesis 2:4-25
%is is the book of the genesis of heaven and earth, when it came to pass; in the day when the Lord3 God made heaven 
and earth and every herb of the !eld, before it was on the earth, and every grass of the !eld, before sprang up; for God 
had not sent rain on the earth, and there was no man to work it. But a spring went up out of the earth and watered the 
face of the earth. And God fashioned man, dust from the earth, and breathed into his face a breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. And God planted Paradise4 in Eden, to the East, and he placed there the man he had fashioned. 
And God again made every tree fair to behold and good to eat to spring out of the earth; and the tree of life in the midst
of Paradise, and the tree of knowing what can be known of good and evil. While a river came from Eden to water 
Paradise; from there it divides into four heads; the name of one is Phison, this encircles all the land of Evilat, where there
is gold. %e gold of that land is good; and there is carbuncle and the green stone. And the name of the second is Geon, 
this encircles the whole land of Ethiopia. And the third river is the Tigris, this is the one which "ows out opposite the 
Assyrians. %e fourth river is the Euphrates. And the Lord God took the man he had fashioned, and placed him in the 
Paradise of delight, to work it and guard it. And the Lord God commanded Adam, saying: From every tree in Paradise 
you may eat for food; but from the tree of knowing good and evil, you are not to eat from it; on the day you eat from it 
by death you will die. And the Lord God said: It is not good for man to be alone; let us make a helper for him, 
corresponding to him. And God fashioned again from the earth all the "ying creatures of heaven, and the wild beasts of 
the !eld; and he brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And every name that Adam called each living 
soul, that was its name.

And Adam gave names to all the cattle and all the "ying creatures of heaven and to all the wild beasts of the !eld; 
but for Adam there was not found a helper like himself. And God put a trance upon Adam, and he slept, and he took 
one of his ribs and !lled up the "esh instead of it. And God built the rib which he had taken from Adam into a woman 
and brought her to Adam. And Adam said: %is now is bone of my bones, and "esh of my "esh; she shall be called 
Woman, because she has been taken from the Man. For this reason a man will leave behind his father and mother and be
attached to his wife and they shall be two into one "esh. And they were both naked, Adam and his wife, and they were 
not ashamed. 

3. Archimandrite Ephrem: !e Septuagint uses the word Kyrios, frequently without the de"nite article, as here, as a proper name, 
the equivalent of the divine name YHWH.

4. Archimandrite Ephrem: !e word means “a garden,” but is taken by the Triodion as a proper name.



Day 3: !e Expulsion from Paradise  (ornament: Fruit)
Gen 3:1-24
Now the serpent was more sagacious5 than all the beasts on the earth which the Lord God had made. And the serpent 
said to the woman: What is it God said: you are not to eat of any tree of Paradise? And the woman said to the serpent: 
From the fruit of the trees of Paradise we may eat; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of Paradise, God said: 
Do not eat of it, do not even touch it, lest you die. And the serpent said to the woman: By death you will not die; for 
God knows that on the day that you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be as gods knowing good and evil. 
And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat and that it was pleasing for the eyes to behold and fair for 
understanding; and she took of the fruit and ate; and she gave to her husband with her and they ate. And the eyes of the 
two of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed !g leaves together and made aprons for 
themselves. And they heard the voice of the Lord God as he walked in Paradise in the a&ernoon and Adam and his wife 
hid from the face of the Lord God in the middle of the trees of Paradise. And the Lord God called Adam and said to 
him: Adam, where are you? And he said to him: I heard your voice as you walked in Paradise, and I was afraid because I 
was naked, and I hid. And God said to him: Who told you were naked, unless you have eaten of the tree of which alone 
I commanded you not to eat? And Adam said: %e woman, whom you gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I
ate. And the Lord God said to the woman: Why did you do this? And the woman said: %e serpent deceived me, and I 
ate. And the Lord God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, you are accursed above all the cattle and all the 
wild beasts on the earth; on your breast and on your belly you will go, and you will eat earth all the days of your life, and 
I shall place enmity between you and the Woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He will watch for your head, 
and you will watch for his heel. And to the woman he said: Multiplying I shall multiply your pains and your groaning; 
in pains you will give birth to children, and your recourse shall be to your husband, and he will lord it over you. While to
Adam he said: Because you listened to the voice of your wife, and ate of the tree of which alone I commanded you not 
eat, you ate of it, the earth is accursed in your works; in pains you will eat all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it 
will bring up for you, and you shall eat the grass of the !eld; in the sweat of your brow you shall eat your bread, until you 
return to the earth from which you were taken; because you are earth and to earth you shall return. And Adam called his
wife’s name Life6; because she is the mother of all the living. 

%e Lord God made for Adam and his wife tunics of skin, and clothed them. And God said: See, Adam has become 
as one of us, to know good and evil; and now lest he should ever stretch out his hand and take from the tree of life and 
eat and live for ever. And the Lord God sent him out of the Paradise of delight to work the earth from which he had 
been taken. And he cast Adam out and settled him opposite the Paradise of delight; and he stationed the Cherubim, and
the sword of "ame turning about, to guard the way to the tree of life.

5. Archimandrite Ephrem observes that the word is not pejorative (unlike “cunning”) in Greek.
6. In Greek, “Zoë.” which is analogous to “Eve,” meaning “life-giver” in Hebrew.



Day 4: Noë (Noah)7  (ornament: Rainbow)
Genesis 6:9-7:6, 7:11-24, 8:1–24
[or if you have a good story of Noah and the Flood, consider using that with younger children — there is no avoiding that this
is a long reading!]
Noë was a just man, perfect in his generation; Noë was well-pleasing to God. Noë begot three sons, Sem, Cham and 
Japhet.8 Now the earth had become corrupt before God, and the earth was !lled with injustice. And the Lord God saw 
the earth, and it was utterly corrupt, because all "esh had utterly corrupted his way upon earth. And the Lord God said 
to Noë, “%e moment for all mankind has come before me, because the earth has been !lled with injustice because of 
them, and behold I am utterly destroying them and the earth. So make an ark for yourself from squared logs. 

You will make the ark with compartments and you will pitch it outside and inside with pitch. And you will make the ark 
thus: the length of the ark three hundred cubits and the breadth "#y and its height thirty. You will make the ark by 
narrowing it and complete it above to one cubit; you will make the door of the ark from its side; you will make it with 
chambers, of two levels and three levels. 

While I am bringing the "ood, water upon the earth to destroy all "esh, in which there is the spirit of life, under heaven; 
and whatever there is upon the earth shall die. And I shall establish my testament with you; you are to enter the ark, you 
and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.”

“And of all the cattle and all the reptiles and all the wild beasts and all $esh you are to bring into the ark two by two, to feed 
them with yourself; male and female they are to be. Of all the winged birds according to their kind, and of all the cattle 
according to their kind, and of all the reptiles which creep upon the earth according to their kind, two by two of all they 
shall enter to you to be fed with you, male and female, while you shall take for yourself of all the foods which you eat, and 
you shall gather them to yourself, and they shall be for you and for them to eat.”

And Noë did everything whatever the Lord God had commanded him, so he did. %e Lord God said to Noë, “Enter 
the ark, you and all your house, because I have seen that you are just before me in this generation. Of all the clean beasts 
bring in to you seven by seven, male and female, while of the unclean beasts two by two, male and female, and of all the 
unclean "ying creatures of heaven two by two, male and female, to maintain seed for all the earth. For yet seven days I 
am bringing rain upon the earth for forty days and forty nights and I shall wipe out everything which I have made to rise
up from the face of the whole earth.” And Noë did everything that the Lord God had commanded him.

It came to pass in the six hundredth year in the life of Noë, in the second month, on the twenty second of the 
month, on that day all the sources of the abyss were broken open, and the "ood-gates of heaven were opened. And there 
came rain upon the earth for forty days and forty nights. On that day Noë, Sem, Ham, Japhet, the sons of Noë and the 
wife of Noë and the three wives of his sons entered the ark with him; and all the wild beasts according to their kind and 
all the cattle according to their kind and everything that creeps upon the earth according to its kind, and every winged 
bird according to its kind, entered to Noë into the ark, two by two, male and female of all "esh in which is a spirit of life.
And those that entered male and female went in, according as the Lord God had commanded Noë. And the Lord God 
shut the ark from outside on him. And the "ood came for forty days and forty nights upon the earth, and the waters 
were multiplied and li&ed the ark up, and it was raised high from the earth. 

And the water prevailed, and was multiplied exceedingly upon the earth, and the ark was being borne upon the water. !e 
water prevailed, prevailed exceedingly upon the earth, and covered all the high mountains which were under heaven. 

Fi&een cubits was the water raised up, and hid all the high mountains. All "esh died which moved upon the earth, of the
"ying creatures and the cattle and the wild beasts and every reptile which moved upon the earth and every human. And 
everything which has the breath of life, and everything which was on the dry land, died. And he wiped out everything 

7. !e name Noah is given as Noë in the Septugaint. It is pronounced, “No-eh.”
8. !e common alternatives are “Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”



that rose up from the earth; and Noë alone was le&, and those with him in the ark. And the water was raised over the 
earth for one hundred and !&y days. And God remembered Noë and all the wild beasts and all the cattle and all the 
winged creatures and all the reptiles that were with him in the ark, and God brought a wind upon the earth, and the 
water abated, and the sources of the abyss and the "ood-gates of heaven were closed over, and the rain of heaven was 
withheld. And the water subsided and went from the earth, and the water grew less a&er one hundred and !&y days.

%e ark came to rest in the seventh month, on the twenty seventh day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. 
While the water grew less until the tenth month. And in the tenth month, on the !rst of the month, Noë opened the 
window of the ark, which he had made, and sent forth the raven to see if the water had ceased. And going out it did not 
return until the water had dried up from the earth. And he sent the dove a&er it to see if the water had ceased from the 
earth. And the dove not !nding rest for her feet returned to him into the ark, because water was on all the face of the 
earth, and stretching out his hand he took her and brought her to himself into the ark. And having waited again seven 
other days again he sent out the dove from the ark. And the dove returned to him towards evening, and she had a an 
olive leaf, a twig, in her mouth, and Noë knew that the water had ceased from the earth. And he waited again seven 
other days and again sent out the dove, and she did not return to him again. 

And it came to pass in the six hundred and "rst year in the life of Noë, in the "rst month, on the "rst of the month, that the 
water subsided from the earth. 

And Noë uncovered the roof of the ark, which he had made, and saw that the water had subsided from the face of 
the earth. 

In the second month on the twenty–second of the month the earth was dry. 

And the Lord God spoke to Noë saying, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives 
and all the wild beasts that are with you, and all "esh from the winged creatures to the cattle, and every reptile moving 
on the earth, bring out with yourself; and increase and multiply upon the earth.” And Noë and his wife and his sons and 
his sons’ wives with him; and all the wild beasts and all the cattle and every winged creature and every reptile moving on 
the earth according to their kind came out of the ark. And Noë built an altar to the Lord; and took of all the clean beasts
and of all the clean birds and o#ered them as a whole burnt o#ering on the altar. And the Lord God smelt an odour of 
sweetness.

%e Lord God, having considered, said: I will not curse the earth again because of human works, because the human 
mind is bent intently on evils from youth. I will not again smite all living "esh as I have done. During all the days of the 
earth seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and spring will not cease by day and night. And God blessed Noë 
and his sons and said to them: Increase and multiply and !ll the earth and have dominion over it, 

and the fear and dread of you will be on all the wild animals of the earth and on all the $ying creatures of heaven, and of all 
the creatures that move on the earth and on all the "shes of the sea. I have put them under your hands. 

And every creeping thing which is living shall be for food for you; I have given all things to you as herbs of grass. Except 
that you are not eat meat with the blood of life. For the blood of your lives I shall require of all the wild beasts and I shall
require the life of human from the hand of a fellow human. Whoever sheds human blood, he shall be shed9 instead of 
that blood, because I made humanity in the image of God. But you, increase and multiply and !ll the earth and have 
dominion over it.”

!e Lord God spoke to Noë and his sons with him and said, “See, I am setting up my covenant with you and with your 
descendants a#er you and with every living soul with you, from birds and beasts, and with all the wild animals of the earth, 
as many as are with you from all those who came out of the ark; and I will establish my covenant with you, and all $esh 
shall not die from the water of the $ood and there shall not again be a $ood to destroy the whole earth.”

9. Archimandrite Ephrem reports that some versions of the Septuagint say “blood shall be shed in place of that blood.”



And the Lord God said to Noë, “%is is the sign of the covenant, the sign that I setting between me and you and 
between every living soul which is with you for eternal generations. I am placing my bow in the cloud and it will be a 
sign of covenant between me and the earth. And it shall be when I gather together the clouds upon the earth that my 
bow shall appear in the cloud. And I shall remember my covenant, which is between every living soul in all "esh, and 
there never again be water for a "ood so as to wipe out all "esh. And my bow shall be in the cloud, and I shall see it to 
remember the eternal covenant between me and the earth and between every living soul in all "esh which is on the 
earth.” And God said to Noë, “%is is the sign of the covenant which I have established between me and between all 
"esh which is upon the earth.”

Day 5: Abraham (ornament: Constellation of Stars)
Genesis 12:1-7; 15:1-6; 17:1–9
%e Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, and you will be blessed. I will 
bless those who bless you, and those who curse you I will curse; and in you all the tribes of the earth will be blessed.” So 
Abram went, as the Lord God had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-!ve years old when he 
departed from Harran.10 And Abram took Sarah his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions which they 
had gathered, and every person that they had gathered in Harran; and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. And 
Abram journeyed through the length of the land to the place at Sechem,11 to the high oak. At that time the Canaanites 
inhabited the land. And the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.

And the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision saying, “Fear not, Abram, I am shielding you. Your reward will 
be exceedingly great.” But Abram said, “Master, Lord, what will you give me? I am departing childless, while the son of 
Masek my home-born female slave, this Eliezer12 of Damascus will inherit.” And Abram said, “Since you have given me 
no seed my home-born slave will inherit from me.” And the voice of the Lord came to him immediately, saying, “He will 
not inherit, but one who will come forth from you, he will inherit from you.” And he led him outside and said to him, 
“Look up to heaven and count the stars, if you can count them up’. And he said, “So shall your seed be.” And Abram 
believed God and it was reckoned to him for righteousness.

When Abram was ninety nine years old the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am your God; be well-pleasing before 
me and be blameless, and I will establish my covenant between me and you and I will multiply you greatly.” And Abram 
fell on his face and God spoke to him saying, “See, my covenant is with you, and you will be the father of many nations. 
And your name will no longer be called Abram, but your name will be Abraham, because I have made you the father of 
many nations. And I will increase you greatly and I will make nations from you and kings will come forth from you. And
I will set my covenant between you and your seed a&er you to all generations for an eternal covenant, for me to be your 
God and that of your seed a&er you. And I will give you and your seed the land on which you are dwelling, all the land 
of Canaan for an everlasting possession, and I shall be God for them.” And God said to Abraham, “You are to keep my 
covenant, you and your seed a&er to all their generations.”

10. Pronounced “Khahr-RAHN” or “Hahr-RAHN.” !e Common alternative: is “Haran.”
11. Pronounced “see-KHEM” or “see-HEM.” Common alternative:: “Shechem.”
12. Pronounced “Eh-lee-eh-zehr.”



Day 6: Sacri"ce of Isaac (ornament: Altar)
Genesis 22:1-18
It came to pass a&er these things that God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham, Abraham.” He said, “Here I am.” 
And he said, “Take your son, your beloved, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the high land and o#er him there as a whole 
burnt o#ering on one of the mountains which I will tell you.” But Abraham arose in the morning and saddled his ass. He
took with him two lads and Isaac his son and having split wood for a whole burnt o#ering he arose and went and came 
to the place of which God had spoken to him on the third day. And Abraham li&ed up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar. And Abraham said to his lads, “Sit here with the ass while I and the lad will go over there and when we have 
worshipped we will return to you.” Abraham took the wood for the whole burnt o#ering and put it on Isaac his son, 
while he took in his hands both the !re and the knife, and they went the two of them together. Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “Father.” He said, “What is it, child?” He said, “See, here are !re and wood. Where is the sheep for the whole 
burnt o#ering?” Abraham said, “God will see for himself to a sheep for the whole burnt o#ering, child.” %ey went both 
of them together and came to the place of which God had told him. And there Abraham built the altar and put the 
wood on it and he bound his son Isaac and put him on the altar on top of the wood. And Abraham stretched out his 
hand to take the knife to slay his son. And the Angel of the Lord called him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham.” But he said, “Here I am.” And he said, “Do not lay your hand on the child nor do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God and you have not spared your beloved son for my sake.” And raising his eyes Abraham saw and 
see, a ram caught in a Sabek plant by the horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and o#ered it as a whole burnt 
o#ering instead of his son Isaac. And Abraham called the name of the place “%e Lord saw”; so that they say today, on 
the mountain the Lord appeared. And the Angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven saying, “By 
myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not spared your beloved son for my sake, 
multiplying I will multiply you your seed like all the stars of heaven and like the sand which is beside the edge of the sea; 
and your seed will inherit the cities of their opponents. And in your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed, in 
return for your obeying my voice.”

Day 7: Jacob’s Ladder (ornament: Ladder)
Abraham’s son Isaac also had a son, called Jacob. Jacob won !om his brother Esau his birth–right and the blessing of Isaac, 
but had to "ee !om home to escape Esau’s wrath. #is next story takes place on that fearful journey.
Genesis 28:10-17
Jacob went out from the well of the oath and journeyed towards Harran.13 And he lighted on a place and slept there, for 
the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of the place and put it at his head; and he slept in that place, and he 
dreamed. And behold, a ladder set up on the earth, whose head reached to heaven; and the Angels of God were going up
and going down upon it. But the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the God of Abraham, your father, and the God of 
Isaac, do not be afraid. %e land on which you are sleeping I shall give to you and to your seed. And your seed will be like
the sand of the earth, and it will be spread abroad to the Sea and South and North and East; and in you and in your seed 
all the tribes of the earth will be blessed. And behold, I am with you, guarding you on every road on which you may 
journey; and I shall bring you back again to this land, because I shall never abandon you until I have done all that I have 
said to you.” And Jacob arose from his sleep and said: “%e Lord is in this place, but I did not know it’. And he was 
afraid, and said: ‘How fearful is this place! %is is none other than the house of God, this is the gate of heaven.”

When the Lord again brought Jacob back to his own land, he gave him the name Israel, by which God’s people would be 
known.

13. Pronounced “Khahr-RAHN” or “Hahr-RAHN.” !e Common alternative: is “Haran.”



Day 8: Joseph and His Brothers (ornament: Coat of Many Colors)
Genesis 37:3-3614

[or use a good story of Joseph]
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of 
many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could 
not speak peaceably to him. Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more. So 
he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: %ere we were, binding sheaves in the !eld. %en 
behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 
And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they 
hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 

!en he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this 
time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father 
rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers 
indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

%en his brothers went to feed their father’s "ock in Sechem.15 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers 
feeding the "ock in Sechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 

So he said to him, “Here I am.” !en he said to him, “Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the 
$ocks, and bring back word to me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Sechem. Now a certain man 
found him, and there he was, wandering in the "eld. And the man asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?” So he said, 
“I am seeking my brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their $ocks.” And the man said, “!ey have departed from 
here, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothaim.’ ” So Joseph went a#er his brothers and found them in Dothaim. 

Now when they saw him afar o#, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him. %en they said 
to one another, “Look, this dreamer is coming! Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into one of the pits; 
and we shall say, ‘Some evil beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of his dreams!” But Ruben16 heard it,
and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, “Let us not kill him.” And Ruben said to them, “Shed no blood, but 
cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him”—that he might deliver him out of their 
hands, and bring him back to his father. So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they stripped 
Joseph of his tunic of many colors that was on him. %en they took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit was empty; 
there was no water in it. And they sat down to eat a meal. %en they li&ed their eyes and looked, and there was a 
company of Ismaelites, coming from Galahad17 with their camels, bearing incense, resin, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry them down to Egypt. So Judah said to his brothers, “What pro!t is there if we kill our brother and conceal his 
blood? Come and let us sell him to these Ismaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our 
"esh.” And his brothers listened. %en Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and li&ed him out 
of the pit, and sold him to the Ismaelites for twenty pieces of gold. And they led down Joseph into Egypt. %en Ruben 
returned to the pit, and did not see Joseph in the pit; and he tore his clothes. And he returned to his brothers and said, 
“%e lad is no more; and I, where shall I go?” So they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and stained the tunic 
in the blood. %en they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, “We have found this. 

14. !is reading does not appear in the Lectionary, and so we do not have a translation from Archimandrite Ephrem. Instead,
Fr. Joshua Mosher has adapted the above translation by comparing various English translations with the Greek text found in a
critical edition of the Septuagint.

15. Pronounced “see-KHEM” or “see-HEM.” Common alternative:: “Shechem.”
16. Pronounced “Roo-BEEN” (but the customary “ROO-ben” is "ne). Common alternative: “Reuben.”
17. “Ismaelites” pronounced “Is-ma-ee-LITES,” and Galahad pronounced “Ga-la-HAD.” Common alternatives: “Ishmaelites” and

“Gilead.”



Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?” And he recognized it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. An evil wild 
beast has devoured him. A wild beast has snatched Joseph away.” %en Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, 
and mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters gathered together and came to comfort him; 
but he refused to be comforted, and he said, “I shall go down into Hades to my son in mourning.” %us his father wept 
for him. Now the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Petriphres,18 a eunuch of Pharaoh and captain of the guard. 

18. Pronounced “Pe-te-FREES.” Common alternative: “Potiphar.”



Day 9: Joseph’s Elevation (ornament: Cow)
Genesis 41:1-16, 25-34, 36–37, 39–44, 56-57; 42:1-8,13-15,21-26; 43:1-5, 11-17, 26-31; 45:1-1619

[#is is one of the longest narratives, and we have condensed it as much as possible. It is a compelling story and well worth 
anyone’s time and attention, but it is a challenge. One alternative would be to summarize in your own words the story up to 
the liturgical reading (beginning at 43:26), at the clearly–marked heading below, and then read !om the Scripture. Or use a
good storybook of Joseph for younger children]
%en it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh saw a vision; he imagined he stood on the bank of the 
river. And look, there came up, as if out of the river, seven cows, !ne looking and fat; and they fed on the grass. But seven
other cows came up a&er them out of the river, ugly and gaunt, and grazed beside the other cows on the bank of the 
river. And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven !ne looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke. And he dreamed a 
second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up on one stalk, plump and good. %en behold, seven thin wind-
blasted heads, blighted by the wind, sprang up a&er them. And the seven thin wind-blasted heads swallowed up the 
seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and it was a vision. Now it came to pass in the morning that his soul was 
troubled, and he sent and called for all the interpreters of Egypt and all its wise men. And Pharaoh told them his vision, 
and there was no one to interpret it to Pharaoh. %en the chief cup-bearer spoke to Pharaoh, saying: “I remember my 
fault this day. Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and put us in prison in the house of the captain of the guard, both 
me and the chief baker. And we both saw a vision in one night, he and I. Each of us saw according to his vision. Now 
there was a young man with us there, a Hebrew servant of the captain of the guard. And we told him, and he interpreted 
for us. And it came to pass, just as he interpreted for us, so it happened, both that I was restored to my o$ce, and that he
was hanged.” %en Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him out of the stronghold and shaved him and 
changed his clothing, and he came to Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have seen a vision, and there is no one who can interpret it. But I have heard it said of 
you that, having heard visions, you interpret them.” But Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “Without God an answer of 
salvation shall not be given to Pharaoh.” %en Joseph said to Pharaoh, “%e visions of Pharaoh are one; whatsoever God 
does, he has shown to Pharaoh: %e seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads are seven years; the 
vision of Pharaoh is one. And the seven thin cows which came up a&er them are seven years, and the seven thin and 
wind-blasted heads are seven years of famine. %is is the word which I have spoken to Pharaoh: whatsoever God does, he
has shown Pharaoh. See, for seven years great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt; but a&er them seven 
years of famine will come, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 
So the plenty will not be known in the land because of the famine following, for it will be very severe. And the vision 
was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the saying which is from God shall be true, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 
Now therefore, seek out a wise and prudent man, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him 
appoint local governors over the land, to collect one-!&h of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful 
years. %en that stored food shall be for the land for the seven years of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that 
the land may not perish during the famine.” %en Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is no 
one as wise and prudent as you. You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; 
only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land 
of Egypt.” %en Pharaoh took his signet ring o# his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of
!ne linen and put a gold chain around his neck. And he had him ride in the second chariot which he had; and a herald 
made proclamation before him. So he set him over all the land of Egypt. Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and

19. !e "rst part of this reading does not appear in the Lectionary, and so we do not have a translation from Archimandrite
Ephrem. Instead, Fr. Joshua Mosher has adapted the above translation by comparing various English translations with the
Greek text found in a critical edition of the Septuagint.



without your consent no man may li& his hand in all the land of Egypt.” 
%e famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. And 

all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands. When Jacob saw that there
was sale of grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why are you indolent?” And he said, “Indeed I have heard that there is 
grain in Egypt; go down to that place and buy for us a little food, that we may live and not die.” So Joseph’s ten brothers 
went down to buy grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, “Lest 
some malady befall him.” And the sons of Israel went to buy grain among those who journeyed, for the famine was in the
land of Canaan. Now Joseph was ruler over the land; and it was he who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s 
brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the earth. Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, 
but he acted as a stranger to them and spoke roughly to them. %en he said to them, “Where do you come from?” And 
they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.” So Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 
And they said, “Your servants are twelve brothers in the land of Canaan; and see, the youngest is with our father today, 
and another is no more.” But Joseph said to them, “It is as I spoke to you, saying, ‘You are spies!’ In this manner you shall
be tested: By the health of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here.” %en each 
said to his brother, “We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with
us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.” And Ruben answered them, saying, “Did I not 
speak to you, saying, ‘Do not harm the boy’; and you would not listen? %erefore behold, his blood is now required of 
us.” But they did not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them through an interpreter. And he turned 
himself away from them and wept. %en he returned to them again, and talked with them. And he took Simeon from 
them and bound him before their eyes. %en Joseph gave a command to !ll their vessels with grain, to restore every 
man’s money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. %us it was done for them. So they loaded their 
donkeys with the grain and departed from there. 

But the famine strengthened in the land. And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain which they had 
brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, “Go back, buy us a little food.” But Judah spoke to him, saying, “%e 
man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your younger brother is with you.’ If you send our 
brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. But if you will not send him, we will not go down; for the man said 
to us, “You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ ” And their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, 
then do this: Take of the fruits of the land in your vessels and carry down for the man gi&s of resin and honey, incense 
and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. Take double money in your hand, and take back in your hand the money that 
was returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight. Take your brother also, and arise, go back to the 
man. And may God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may release your other brother and Benjamin. If I 
am bereaved, I am bereaved!” So the men took that present and Benjamin, and they took double money in their hand, 
and arose and went down to Egypt; and they stood before Joseph. When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the 
steward of his house, “Take these men to the house, and slaughter an animal and make ready; for these men will eat 
bread with me at noon.” %en the man did as Joseph ordered, and the man brought the men into Joseph’s house. 

Reading from the Lectionary begins (Gen. 43:26–31; 45:1–16)
And the brothers brought Joseph the gi&s which they had in their hands, into the house; and they prostrated before him
with their faces to the ground. But he asked them, “How are you?” and he said to them, “Is your father, the old man of 
whom you spoke, well? Is he still alive?” And they said, “Your servant our father is well. He is still alive.” And he said, 
“%at man is blessed by God.”20 And bowing down, they prostrated before him. And Joseph, li&ing up his eyes, saw his 
brother Benjamin, born of the same mother, and said, “Is this your younger brother, whom you said you would bring to 
me?” and he said, “God have mercy on you, my child.” And Joseph was deeply troubled, for so strong was the a#ection 

20. Archimandrite Ephrem: !is sentence is not in the Hebrew. Another possible translation is Blessed be that man by God.



he felt for his brother that he wanted to weep; and he went into his private chamber, and wept there. And having washed
his face and came out and controlled himself. And Joseph could not refrain him with everyone standing near him, but 
he said, “Send everyone away from me.” And no one stood near Joseph, when he made himself known to his brethren. 
And he cried aloud with weeping. All the Egyptians heard, and it became known in Pharaoh’s house. But Joseph said to 
his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” And his brothers could not answer him, for they were deeply 
troubled. But Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near me”; and they came near. And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. Now then do not be grieved, and do not let it seem hard to you that you sold me here, for 
God sent me before you for life. For this is the second year there is famine in the land, and there are still !ve years le&, in 
which there will be neither ploughing, nor harvest. For God sent me before you that a remnant might be le& for you on 
earth to nourish a great remnant of you. Now then it was not you that sent me here, but God; and he has made me like a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and ruler of all the land of Egypt. Hurry, therefore, and go up to my father, 
and say to him, ‘%is is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all the land of Egypt; come down therefore 
to me, and do not delay. And you shall dwell in the land of Gesem of Arabia; and you shall be near me, you and your 
sons, and your sons’ sons, your sheep and your oxen, and whatever is yours; and I will nourish you there — for there are 
still !ve years of famine — lest you and your sons, and all your possessions be wiped out.’ Look, your own eyes can see, 
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin can see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. Report, therefore, to my father all 
my glory in Egypt, and everything you have seen, and make haste and bring down my father here.” And he fell on his 
brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept on him; and Benjamin wept on his neck. And he kissed all his brothers, and wept on 
them; and a&er this his brothers spoke to him. And the report was carried into Pharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph’s 
brothers have come.” And Pharaoh rejoiced, and his household.

Day: 10 Israel’s Blessing and Prophecy for Judah (ornament: Lion)
Genesis 49:1-2,8-12
Jacob called his sons, and said to them, “Gather round, that I may tell you what will happen to you in the last days. 
Assemble and hear me, sons of Jacob. Hear Israel, hear your father. Judah, your brothers shall praise you. Your hand will 
be on the back of your enemies. Your father’s sons will bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s whelp. From a tender 
shoot, my son, you have gone up. He crouches down, he stretches out like a lion, like a whelp. Who will rouse him? A 
ruler will not fail from Judah, nor a leader from his thighs, until the things laid up for him come, and he is the 
expectation of the nations. Binding his foal to the vine and his ass’s colt to the branch, he will wash his robe in wine and 
his cloak in the blood of the grape. His eyes are more cheering than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.”



Day 11: !e Infant Moses (ornament: Basket)
Exodus 1:8-14,22; 2:1-10
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more 
numerous and stronger than we are. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, 
join our enemies and !ght against us and escape from the land.” %erefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress 
them with forced labour. %ey built supply cities, Pitho, Rameses and On, which is Heliopolis,21 for Pharaoh. But the 
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and grew stronger, so that the Egyptians came to abominate the 
Israelites. %e Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service 
in mortar and brick and in every kind of !eld labor. %ey were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. %e 
king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Sephora and the other Phua,22 “When you act as 
midwives to the Hebrew women, and they are about to give birth, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, spare her.” 
First Lectionary text ends
And a man of the tribe of Levi chose among the daughters of Levi and had one. So the woman conceived and bore a son.
And when they saw that he was beautiful, they hid him three months. But when they could no longer hide him, his 
mother took a basket for him, daubed it with asphalt, put the child in it, and laid it in the marsh by the river. And his 
sister was watching from afar, to learn what would happen to him.23

Second Lectionary text begins
%e daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the 
basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying in the 
basket, and Pharaoh's daughter took pity on him, “%is must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. %en his sister 
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take
this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the 
child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he took became a son to her. She named him Moses, 
“because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

21. Pronounced “Pee-tho,” “Ram-es-SEES,” “Ohn,” and “Hee-lee-AH-poh-lihs.”
22. Pronounced “Seh-FOR-ah” and “FOO-ah.”
23. !is part of the reading does not appear in the Lectionary, and so we do not have a translation from Archimandrite Ephrem.

Instead, Fr. Joshua Mosher has adapted the above translation by comparing various English translations with the Greek text
found in a critical edition of the Septuagint.



Day 12: Moses and the Burning Bush (ornament: Burning Bush)
Exodus 3:1–20
Now Moses was shepherding the sheep of his father-in-law, Jothor, the priest of Madiam;24 and he led the sheep to the 
desert, and came to mount Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a "ame of !re out of the midst of the 
bush; and he saw that the bush was burning, but the bush was not burned up. And Moses said, “I will turn aside and see 
this great sight, why the bush is not being burned up.” When the Lord saw that he drew near to see, the Lord called to 
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “What is it?” %en he said, “Do not come near; untie your shoes 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses turned away his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God. %en the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen the a'iction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry 
because of their taskmasters; I know their su#ering, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land "owing with milk and honey, to the 
place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Pherizzites, the Gergesites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”25

Lectionary text ends
“Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which 
the Egyptians oppress them. Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh and you will bring my people, the 
children of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and 
that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” And God said to Moses, “I will be with you. And this shall be a 
sign to you that I have sent you forth: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.” %en Moses said to God, “Behold, I will come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘%e God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they will say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?” And God said to 
Moses, “I am He Who Is.” And He said, “%us you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘He Who Is has sent me to you.’” 
Moreover God said to Moses, “%us you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘%e Lord God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. %is is My name forever, and this is My memorial 
to all generations.’ Go and gather the elders of the children of Israel, and say to them, ‘%e Lord God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely looked upon you and upon all that has 
happened to you in Egypt; and I have said I will bring you up out of the a'iction of the Egyptians to the land of the 
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land "owing with
milk and honey.”’ %en they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to Pharaoh, King of 
Egypt; and you shall say to him, “%e God of the Hebrews has summoned us; and now, let us go three days’ journey into
the wilderness, that we may sacri!ce to our God.’ But I know that Pharaoh, King of Egypt, will not let you go, except 
with a mighty hand. So I will stretch out My hand and strike the Egyptians with all my wonders which I will do among 
them; and a&er that he will let you go.”

24. Pronounced “Joh–thor” and “Ma-dee-am.” Common alternatives: “Jethro” and “Midian.”
25. Pronounced “KAY-na-nites” (or “KAH-na-nites), “HIT-tites,” “AH-moh-rites,” “FEH-rih-zites,” “GEHR-geh-sites,” 

“HIH-vites,” and “JEH-boo-sites.”



Day 13: !e Plagues of Egypt and the Pascha for the Lord (ornament: Frog)
Exodus 6:29–7:6; 7:14–22; 7:24–8:15; 11:1; 12:1-13, 28-3226

%e Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the Lord. Speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you.” But Moses said 
before the Lord, “Behold, I am weak-voiced, and how shall Pharaoh heed me?” So the Lord said to Moses: “See, I have 
made you as a god to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet. You shall speak to him all that I command
you. And Aaron your brother shall speak to Pharaoh so that he sends the children of Israel out of his land. And I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt. But Pharaoh will not heed you, so 
that I may lay My hand on Egypt and with my power bring my people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt 
with great vengeance. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring
out the children of Israel from among them.” %en Moses and Aaron did so; just as the Lord commanded them, so they 
did. So the Lord said to Moses: “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. Go to Pharaoh in the 
morning, when he goes out to the water, and you shall stand by the river’s bank to meet him; and the rod which was 
turned to a serpent you shall take in your hand. And you shall say to him, “%e Lord God of the Hebrews has sent me to 
you, saying, ‘Send my people away, that they may serve Me in the wilderness’; but indeed, until now you would not hear!
%us says the Lord: ‘By this you shall know that I am the Lord. Behold, I will strike the waters which are in the river 
with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be turned to blood. And the !sh that are in the river shall die, the river 
shall stink, and the Egyptians will not be able to drink the water of the river.’” %en the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron, ‘Take your rod and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their canals, over their 
marshes, and over all their standing water, that they may become blood.’” And there was blood throughout all the land 
of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and of stone. And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the Lord commanded. So he li&ed 
up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all 
the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. %e !sh that were in the river died, the river stank, and the 
Egyptians could not drink the water of the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And seven days passed a&er the Lord had struck the river. And the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to 
him, ‘%us says the Lord: Send away my people, that they may serve Me. But if you refuse to send them away, behold, I 
will smite all your borders with frogs. So the river shall vomit frogs, which shall go up and come into your houses, into 
your bedrooms, on your beds, into the houses of your servants, of your people, on your dough and into your ovens. And 
the frogs shall come up on you, on your people, and on all your servants.’” %en the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron,
‘Stretch out your hand with your rod over the rivers, over the canals, and over the marshes, and bring up the frogs.’” So 
Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and brought up the frogs, and the frog was brought up and 
covered the land of Egypt. But the magicians also did likewise with their enchantments, and brought up frogs on the 
land of Egypt. %en Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, “Pray for me to the Lord that He may take away the 
frogs from me and from my people; and I will send them away, that they may sacri!ce to the Lord.” And Moses said to 
Pharaoh, “Appoint for me a time when I shall intercede for you, for your servants, and for your people, to destroy the 
frogs from you, your servants and your houses, that they may remain in the river only.” So he said, “Tomorrow.” And he 
said, “Let it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no other except the Lord. And the frogs shall be 
removed from you, from your houses, from the villages, from your servants, and from your people. %ey shall remain in 
the river only.” %en Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh. And Moses cried out to the Lord concerning limitation 
of the frogs, as Pharaoh appointed for him. So the Lord did as Moses said. And the frogs died out of the houses, out of 
the villages, and out of the !elds. %ey gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. But when Pharaoh saw that 

26. !e "rst part of the reading does not appear in the Lectionary, and so we do not have a translation from Archimandrite
Ephrem. Instead, Fr. Joshua Mosher has adapted the above translation by comparing various English translations with the
Greek text found in a critical edition of the Septuagint.



there was relief, his heart was hardened and he did not heed them, as the Lord had said. 
And the Lord said to Moses, “I will bring yet one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. A&erward he will send you 

away from here. When he sends you away with everything, he will surely drive you out of here.” 
!e Lectionary passage begins

%e Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying: “%is month is the beginning of months for you, it 
is for you the !rst among the months of the year; speak to the whole congregation of the of the children of Israel saying: 
On the tenth of this month let each take a sheep according to the houses of their families; if they should be too few in 
the house so that there are not enough for a sheep, he is to take with him his neighbour according to the number of 
souls; each shall be numbered for him according to the su$ciency for a sheep; it shall be for you a sheep, perfect, male, a 
yearling; you shall take it from the lambs and the kids. And it shall be kept by you until the fourteenth of this month 
and the whole multitude of the congregation of the children of Israel shall slaughter it towards evening; and they are to 
take some of the blood and put it on the two door-posts and on the lintel in the houses in which they eat it, and they are 
to eat the meat in this night; roasted by !re, and they are to eat unleavened bread on bitter herbs. You are not to eat it 
raw or boiled in water, but only roasted by !re, the head with the feet and the entrails. You are not to leave any of it until 
morning and you are not to break a bone of it; but what is le& over of it until morning you are to burn up with !re. %is 
is how you are to eat it: your loins girt, your sandals on your feet and your staves in your hands; and you are to eat it in 
haste: it is a Pascha for the Lord.”

!e Lectionary passage ends
“For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the !rstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute vengeance: I am the Lord. Now the blood shall be a sign 
for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will protect you; and the plague shall not be on you to 
destroy you when I strike in the land, Egypt.” %en the children of Israel went away and did so; just as the Lord had 
commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. And it came to pass at midnight that the Lord struck all the !rstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the !rstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the !rstborn of the captive who was in the 
dungeon, and all the !rstborn of livestock. So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one dead. %en Pharaoh called for Moses 
and Aaron by night, and said, “Rise, go out from among my people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, serve 
the Lord as you have said. Also take your sheep and your oxen, as you have said, and be gone; and bless me also.” 



Day 14: Israel Passes through the Red Sea (ornament: Parted Sea)
Exodus 13:20-22, 14:1-31, 15:1-19
%e children of Israel departed from Sokchoth and encamped at Othom27 by the desert. God was leading them by day 
with a pillar of cloud to show them the way, but by night with a pillar of !re. %e pillar of cloud did not fail to appear to 
them by day, and the pillar of !re by night before all the people. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to the 
children of Israel, and let them turn away and encamp opposite the settlement between Magdol and the sea, opposite 
Beëlsephòn;28 before them you will camp by the sea. And Pharaoh will say to his people: ‘%ese children of Israel are 
wandering in the land; for the desert has shut them in. But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue a&er them; 
and I shall be glori!ed in Pharaoh and in all his army; and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord”; and they did 
this. And it was reported to the king of the Egyptians that the people had "ed; and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants
was changed against the people, and they said: Why did we do this—to send the children of Israel away so as not to slave
for us? So Pharaoh yoked his chariots and assembled all his people with himself, and took six hundred chosen chariots 
and all the cavalry of the Egyptians, and the captains over them all. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, and he went in pursuit a&er the children of Israel; but the children of Israel marched out with upraised hand. 
And the Egyptians went in pursuit a&er them and found them encamped by the sea. And all the cavalry and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and the horsemen and his army were opposite the settlement in front of Beëlsepphòn; and Pharaoh 
approached. And the children looked up with their eyes and they saw, and lo, the Egyptians were encamped behind 
them, and they were greatly afraid; but the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, and said to Moses: “Because there 
were no graves in Egypt have you brought us out to die in the desert? What have you done this, leading us out of Egypt? 
Is not this the word which we spoke to you when we said: Leave us alone that we may be slaves of the Egyptians? For it is
better for us to be slaves to the Egyptians than to die in this desert.” But Moses said to the people: “Take courage, stand 
!rm, and see the salvation which comes from the Lord, which he will perform for us today. For the way in which you 
have seen the Egyptians today, you will not see them again for ever. %e Lord will !ght for you, and you will keep silent.”
But the Lord said to Moses: “Why do you cry out to me? Speak to the children of Israel, and them yoke up again; and 
you, li& up your sta# and stretch out hand upon the sea, and divide it; and let the children of Israel enter the midst of 
the sea on dry ground. And see, I shall harden Pharaoh's heart, and that of all the Egyptians, and they will enter a&er 
them; and I shall be glori!ed in Pharaoh and in all his army, and in his chariots and in his horses; and all the Egyptians 
will know that I am the Lord, when I am glori!ed in Pharaoh and in his chariots and in his horses.” And the Angel of 
God, who marched before the camp of the children of Israel, removed and marched at their rear; while the pillar of 
cloud also removed from in front of them and stood in their rear. And it entered between the camp of the Egyptians and
the camp of the children of Israel, and stopped; and there was darkness and gloom; and the night passed and they did 
not come near one another the whole night. But Moses stretched out his hand upon the sea; and the Lord drove the sea 
with a strong south wind the whole night long, and made the sea dry; and the water was parted. And the children of 
Israel entered the midst of the sea on dry land; and its water was a wall on the right and a wall on the le&. But the 
Egyptians went in pursuit and entered a&er them, and all the cavalry of Pharaoh, and the chariots and the riders into the 
midst of the sea. But it came to pass at the dawn watch that the Lord looked upon the camp of the Egyptians in a pillar 
of !re and cloud, and he troubled the camp of the Egyptians; and bound the axles of their chariots, and made them go 
with di$culty. And the Egyptians said: Let us "y from before Israel; for the Lord is !ghting the Egyptians for them. But 
the Lord said to Moses: Stretch out your hand upon the sea and let the water be restored and let it cover the Egyptians, 
the chariots and the riders. But Moses stretched out his hand upon the sea, and the water was restored towards day to its 
place; but the Egyptians "ed under the water; and the Lord shook o# the Egyptians into the midst of the sea; and the 

27. Pronounced “Sok-hoth” and “Oh-thom.” Common alternatives: “Succoth” and “Etham.”
28. Pronounced “Beh-EHL-seh-PHOHN.”



water came back, it covered the chariots and the riders and all the power of Pharaoh, those who entered a&er them into 
the sea, and there was not one of them le& behind. But the children of Israel marched through dry land in the midst of 
the sea; while the water was a wall for them on the right and on the le&. And the Lord delivered Israel on that day from 
the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead by the shore of the sea. While Israel saw the mighty hand, 
what the Lord had done to the Egyptians; and the people feared the Lord and believed God and Moses his servant. 
%en Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and said: 

Let us sing to the Lord, for he is greatly glori!ed: horse and rider he has cast into the sea. Helper and protector he 
has become for my salvation: he is my God and I will glorify him; my father’s God and I will exalt him. %e Lord 
shatters wars, the Lord is his name. Pharaoh's chariots and power he has cast into the sea; his chosen mounted captains 
he has drowned in the Red Sea. With the deep he covered them: they sank to the bottom like a stone. Your right hand, 
Lord, has been glori!ed with strength; your right hand, Lord, has crushed enemies; and by the multitude of your glory 
you have smashed the opponents. You sent forth your anger, it consumed them like a reed. And through the spirit of 
your wrath the water parted; the waters became !xed like a wall, and the waves became !xed in the midst of the sea. %e 
enemy said: I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, I will !ll my soul, I will destroy with my sword, my right 
hand shall lord it. You sent forth your spirit, the sea covered them, they sank like lead in a mass of water. Who is like you 
among the gods, Lord? Who is like you? Glori!ed in holiness, wondrous in glories, performing marvels. You stretched 
out your right hand, the earth swallowed them down. You guided with justice this people of yours, which you have 
redeemed; by your strength you have called them into your holy resting-place. Nations heard and were enraged; pangs 
have seized the inhabitants of Philistim.29 %en the leaders of Edom and the rulers of the Moabites hastened: trembling 
took hold of them: all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. Let fear and trembling fall upon them: by the greatness of
your arm let them be turned to stone; till your people pass over, O Lord: till your people, whom you have gained, pass 
over. Bring them and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance, your prepared dwelling, which you have made, 
Lord: the sanctuary which your hands have prepared. %e Lord reigns over the ages and for ever and ever: for Pharaoh’s 
horse went with the chariots and horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought the water of the sea upon them; but the 
children of Israel walked on dry land in the midst of the sea.

29. Pronounced “Fih-lih-STIHM” or “Fee-lee-STEEM.” Common alternative: “Philistia.”



Day 15: Water in Wilderness (ornament: Sta! )
Exodus 15:22–16:1
Moses led the children of Israel up from the Red Sea and brought them to the desert of Sour.30 And they marched for 
three in the desert and found no water to drink. %ey came to Merra31 and were unable to drink the water from Merra, 
because it was bitter. And so the place was named “Bitterness.” And the people started to murmur against Moses and say,
“What are we to drink?” Moses cried to the Lord and the Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water 
and it became sweet. %ere God laid down for him32 statutes and judgements and he tested him there and said, “If you 
listen to the voice of the Lord, your God, and do what is well-pleasing before him, heed his commandments and keep all 
his statutes, I will not bring on you any of the diseases that I brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals 
you.” And they came to Elim33 and there were twelve springs of water there and seventy date palms. And they encamped 
there by the waters. %en they moved away from Elim and the whole Assembly of the children of Israel came to the 
desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sina.34

End of Lectionary Passage
%en all the Assembly of the children of Israel departed from the desert of Sin, according to their encampments, by 

the word of the Lord, and camped in Raphidin;35 but there was no water for the people to drink. %erefore the people 
reviled Moses, and said, “Give us water, that we may drink.”  So Moses said to them, “Why do you revile me? Why do 
you tempt the Lord?” And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, 
“Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses 
cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall I do with this people? Yet a little while and they will stone me!” And the Lord
said to Moses, “Go on before this people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod 
with which you struck the river, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.”  And Moses did so in the sight of the children of 
Israel. So he called the name of the place Temptation and Reviling, because of the reviling by the children of Israel, and 
because they tempted the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

30. Pronounced “Soor.” Common alternative: “Shur.”
31. Pronounced “Mehr-rah.” Common alternative: “Marah.”
32. Archimandrite Ephrem observes that both the Hebrew and Greek have “him,” but that God is also addressing all Israel.
33. Pronounced “Eh-lihm” or “Eh-leem.”
34. Pronounced “Seen” and “See-NAH.” Common alternative “Sinai.”
35. Pronounced “Rah-"-DIN.”


